HECTOR’S HAIR-STYLE

ON Aen. 2. 277 DServius notes ‘non sine ratione etiam hoc de crinibus dolet
Aeneas, quia illis maxime Hector commendabatur, adeo ut etiam tonsura ab
eo nomen acceperit, sicut Graeci poetae docent.” Fraenkel showed (7.R.S.
xxxix [1949], 151 f., = KI. Beitr. ii. 381 f.) that the reference in Graeci poetae
is to Lycophron (1133 Tods ‘Ektopelois fydaiouévovs kopas), the source of the
comment being provided by Eustathius 1276. 29, a scholion on I. 22. 401 f.
He adds a caution against supposing that Servius’ source referred not only to
Lycophron but also to other Greek poets, ‘e.g. some Attic comedians’. That
such allusions were in fact made in Comedy is proved by Pollux (2. 29, dis-
cussing kovpds €i6n) : éxaleiro 8¢ Tis kal ‘Extdpetos koun, mepi s dnolv Avatidas
“rv ‘Exrdpetov v épipepov kduny’’ (Anaxilas, fab. incert. vi, Meineke F.C.G.
iii. 355)-

The Cod. Marc. scholiast to Lycophron, l.c., states ‘Exrdpeios xdun Aéyerar
7 Ta Omlow kabepéva éxovoa, Ta 8¢ éumpoofe kexapuéva: i.e., Hector wore his
hair long at the back, cropped in front. This description tallies with an ob-
servation by Timaeus, recorded by Pollux (2. 30) in the context of the ‘Exrdpetos
KO’]L‘)? : TL’}LCLLOS 86‘ T';)V KOUP&V TCLU’T'I)V ﬂpOUGUT&AoaL /.LéV SGtV 7T€Pl‘. Td iLG’Tw?TOV AE"}’EL,
T 8¢ TpayiAw mepikexvobar (F. Gr. H 566 F 54). Timaeus presumably made his
statement in connection with the hair-style of the Daunians; Jacoby quotes
Hesychius, s.v. ‘Exkrdpeior kdpar &s davvior kai Ileviério, éxovres v dn’
*INov Tois &pois mepikeyvpuévny Tpiya. The Daunians are mentioned, with a
reference to Timaeus, in schol. Tzetz. on Lycophron 1137-8 (cf. schol. Marc.
on 1138) ; this suggests the possibility that the scholion on Lycophron 1133 is
also based on Timaeus, although admittedly there is no correspondence in
language.

One would have expected vase-paintings to illustrate this obviously cele-
brated xovpd, but the living Hector is always shown helmeted, while the
representations of his dead body being ransomed by Priam give no help in the
detection of his hair-fashion (e.g. the Vienna skyphos by the Brygos Painter,
A.R.V.2 380/171 = Paralipomena 366/171, or the Munich Oltos cup, 4.R.V.2
61/74 = Paralipomena 327/74). However, there is one remarkable exception,
a hydria which can be dated ¢. 510, now in America, listed and illustrated in
Miinzen und Medaillen A. G. Basel, Auktion 34, May 1967, no. 149. In this
ransom-scene Hector is shown lying on his back, with a great fuzz of hair bulging
mop-fashion behind his head, a quite astonishing style; and whereas Achilles
has a tuft of hair projecting over his forehead, Hector’s front hair is apparently
close-cut. It looks very much as if the curiously persistent literary tradition of
the ‘Exrdpeios wdun gains definite and early support from this sixth-century
vase.

I owe these artistic details and references to the kindness and expertise of
Mr. R. T. Williams, to whom I am deeply grateful; and I should like also
to thank Professor L. A. Moritz and Professor F. W. Walbank for their help
in verifying some literary references.

Stanton, Gloucestershire R. G. AusTIN
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